International Economics Syllabus

ECO 480
Term:  Spring 2010




Instructor:  Dr. Mark Scanlan

Office Phone: 1883




Office:  392P

E-mail:  scanlanm@sfasu.edu 


Office Hours:   3:45-5:00    M W

Web Site:  Access through MySFA




  1:00-3:30    T  TH

     http://www.cob.sfasu.edu/mscanlan/


  12:00-1:00  F












  9:30-10:00 W F
Course Description – This course is designed to teach students the basic analytical tools and general theories of modern international trade.  Some of the topics that will be covered include: comparative advantage, scale economics, and the economics of tariff and non-tariff barriers.
Course Goals:  The objective of this course is to expose students to “International Economics” concepts that they may encounter in the business world and to prepare them for any future related courses.  This is done by mixing lectures on trade theory with examinations of current trade issues that are in the news. 
Prerequisites:  Students are required to have completed both fields of Principles of Economics.  This class relies on knowledge gained in those courses.  Also, you should have experience in solving algebraic equations along with generating and interpreting graphs.

Text:  Paul Krugman and Maurice Obstfeld’s “International Economics: Theory and Policy” (8th edition).  Additional student resources for this text can be found at:
http://wps.aw.com/aw_krgmnobstf_interecon_8/

Grading:  The course grade will be based on 4 equally weighted exams worth 100 points each, a group project worth 30 points, and class participation (which includes in class assignments.) worth 40 points.

A:  At least 423 points.
B:  At least 376 points.
C:  At least 329 points.



D:  At least 282 points.

F:  Below 282 points.

Exams:  Exams will be held on Monday Feb 15th, Wednesday March 10th, 

   Wednesday April 14th, Final Exam Friday May 14th 10:30 a.m.  
Make-up Policy:  No make-up exams will be provided, if you have an excused absence (with documentation) from an exam the weight on your final exam will be adjusted (worth 200 points).  Excused absences only consist of a death in the immediate family (sibling or parent), severe illness with a doctor’s note, or a documented athletic event.  Having to work, your alarm clock getting unplugged, and deaths outside the family are not excused absences.
Group Project:  Students will be assigned into small groups to analyze an economic situation.  Each group will then be required to write an argument paper on the assigned topic.  The exact assignment will be handed out and posted on the website after the second exam. The final draft of the paper is due on Monday May 3rd by 5:00pm.  While the paper is not due until the 3rd groups are strongly encouraged to turn it in early so as not to be rushed at the deadline.
Participation:  Participation in class will be rewarded with up to 5 points.  If you attend class consistently and at least occasionally answer questions during class, you will be fine.  These should be very easy points to earn, and I hope everyone will feel comfortable speaking in class.

 In-class Work:  In-class work will be handed out or assigned periodically.  I will hand out at least 9 assignments of which only 7 will count toward your grade.  This means at least the 2 lowest grades will be dropped.  The format will usually be simple quantitative problem solving designed to see how well you understood the lecture.  These assignments allow me to better gauge the speed and level that I am teaching at, and also reward students who come to class regularly.  
Students with Disabilities:  Students requesting classroom accommodation must first contact the Office of Disability Services (ODS), Human Resource Building, Room 325, 468-3004/ 468-1004 (TTD).  The ODS will provide documentation to the Instructor regarding the requested accommodation.

Cheating:  Cheating, in any form, as described by The Academic Integrity Guidelines at SFA, will not be tolerated.  Cheating will result in automatic reporting to the dean for disciplinary action.  I HAVE ZERO TOLERANCE FOR CHEATING.

http://www.sfasu.edu/upp/pap/academic_affairs/academic_integrity.html

Lateness and Courtesy: Please arrive on time to class and please turn off all cell phones.  Texting during class is discouraged since it often distracts other students.  Do not start getting your bags together before the end of class!
Addendum:  The following web pages contain links to pertinent information. The program learning outcomes for this course can be found at:  http://cobweb.sfasu.edu/plo.html General student policies can be found at: http://cobweb.sfasu.edu/gsp.html , including the university academic integrity policy, the semester grades policy for withheld grades, and the policy for students with disabilities.
Topics:  Tentative chapters to be covered in class

Introduction: Chapter 1

International Trade Theory:  Chapters 2 – 6
International Trade Policies:  Chapters 8, 9, and 11

International Finance and Exchange Rates:  Chapters 12 and 13
International Monetary Systems: Chapter 18
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